AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A data processing method performed by a server 
for providing data to a terminal via a netv^ork, the method comprisin g tlic steps of : 

a reception step of receiving a request for data loading from the terminal; 

a completion discrimination step of discriminatin g, in response to the 
request for data loading, whether a generation of requested data has completed or is in 
progress of b e ing g e ne r at e d ; 

a first transmission step of transmitting to the terminal the requested data if 
the generation thereof has completed; 

a prediction step of predicting an end time of the generation of the requested 
data if the generation thereof is in progress; and 

a second transmission step of transmitting the predicted end time to the 
terminal during the generation of the requested data the p r edicted end time together with 
display information indicating that if the data generation of the requested data is in 
progress. 

2. (Previously Presented) A data processing method according to claim 1, 
wherein said prediction step predicts the end time based on the size of the data to be 
generated. 

3. (Previously Presented) A data processing method according to claim 1, 
wherein said data are result of execution of a predetermined process, and said prediction 
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step predicts the end time based on the time required for executing said predetermined 
process. 

4. (Currently Amended) A data processing method performed by a 
terminal for receiving data from a server via a network, the method comprising the ste p s 
of: 

an issuing step of issuing a request for data loading to the server; 

a reception step of receiving from the server in response to the request either 
the requested data, or a predicted end time for generation of the requested dat a togeth er 
with display data indicating that the data gene r ation is in progr e ss ; 

a display step of displaying the requested data or displaying the dis p lay data 
predicted end time received from the server indicating that th e data generation is in 
prog re ss ; 

a data discriminating step of discriminating whether the received data is the 
requested data or is the predicted end tim e for generation of the requested data together 
with th e dis p lay data ; and 

a re-issuing step of, in a case where the received data com p ris e s is the 
predicted end time for generation of the requested data, re-issuing the request for data 
loading to the server when the predicted end time is reached. 

5. (Currently Amended) A data processing apparatus for providing data to 
a terminal from a server via a network, the apparatus comprising: 
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reception means for receiving a request for data loading from the terminal; 

completion discrimination means for discriminatin g, in response to the 
request for data loading, whether a generation of requested data has completed or is in 
progress of being gen er ated ; 

first transmission means for transmitting to the terminal the requested data if 
the generation thereof has completed; 

a prediction means for predicting an end time of the generation of the 
requested data if the generation thereof is in progress; and 

second transmission means for transmitting the predicted end time to the 
terminal during the generation of the requested data the predicted end time together with 
dis p lay infonnation indicating that if the data generation of the requested data is in 
progress. 

6. (Previously Presented) A data processing apparatus according to claim 
5, wherein said prediction means predicts the end time based on the size of the data to be 
generated. 

7. (Previously Presented) A data processing apparatus according to claim 
5, wherein said data are result of execution of a predetermined process, and said prediction 
means predicts the end time based on the time required for executing said predetermined 
process. 
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8. (Currently Amended) A data processing apparatus for receiving data at a 
terminal from a server via a network, the apparatus comprising: 

issuing means for issuing a request for data loading to the server; 

a reception means for receiving from the server in response to the request 
either the requested data, or a predicted end time for generation of the requested data 
tog e the r with display data indicating that the data generation is in p r ogi -e ss of being 
gen er at e d ; 

display means for displaying the requested data or the display data predicted 
end time received from the server indicating that the data generation is in p r og r ess ; 

data discriminating means for discriminating whether the received data is 
the requested data or is the predicted end time fo r gene r ation of the r equested data togethe r 
with th e dis p lay data ; and 

control means adapted to, in a case where the received data comp r is e s is the 
predicted end time for generation of the requested data, control said issuing means as to re- 
issue the request for data loading to the server when the predicted end time is reached. 

9. (Currently Amended) A computer readable storage medium storing a 
data processing program for controlling a server computer to perform data processing for 
providing data from the server to a terminal via a network, said program comprisingxodes 
for causing the com p ute r to p e rform th e ste p s of : 

a reception step of receiving a request for data loading from a terminal; 
a completion discrimination step of discriminatin g, in response to the 
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request for data loading, whether a generation of requested data has completed or is in 
progress of b e ing g e n er at e d ; 

a first transmission step of transmitting to the terminal the requested data if 
the generation thereof has completed; 

a prediction step of predicting an end time of the generation of the requested 
data if the generation thereof is in progress; and 

a second transmission step of transmitting the predicted end time to the 
terminal during the generation of the requested data the predict e d e nd tim e tog e the r with 
display infonnation indicating that if the data generation of the requested data is in 
progress. 

10. (Currently Amended) A computer readable storage mediian storing a 
data processing program for controlling a terminal computer to perform data processing for 
receiving data from a server via a network, said program comprising codes for causing the 
computer to perform the steps of: 

an issuing step of issuing a request for data loading to the server; 

a reception step of receiving from the server in response to the request either 
the requested data, or a predicted end time for generation of the requested dat a togethe r 
with display data indicating that th e data g e ne r ation is in p r og r ess ; 

a display step of displaying the requested data or the display data predicted 
end time received from the serve r indicating that the data gene r ation is in progi ' ess ; 

a data discriminating step of discriminating whether the received data is the 
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requested data or is the predicted end tim e fo r gene r a t ion of the r equest e d data tog e the r 
with the display data ; and 

a re-issuing step of, in a case where the received data com pr is e s is the 
predicted end time for generation of the requested data, re-issuing the request for the data 
loading to the server when the predicted end time is reached. 
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